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A

Armhole

The armhole of the garment into which the sleeve is sewn.  The armhole is often referred to as the “scye” by tailors.  The exact depth and shape of the armhole are crucial to the fit and movement of the garment during wear.

B

Back Stitch

A hand stitch used to join garment parts.  So called because the needle, during the operation, goes back to be inserted at the end of the previous stitch. 

Back Strap

A strap across the back of a garment, usually on a waistcoat. 

Back Tacking

The reverse sewing at the beginning and end of each seam for strengthening.

Balance

Garment balance is the adjustment of the relation of one section of a garment to another in harmony with the natural figuration of the customer.  Usually referring to the front and back of the garment.

Balance Marks

Notches, nips or threads in the garment parts which help to preserve the balance of the garment during assembly.

Bar Tack

A reinforcement by means of repeated stitching.  Used at the end of buttonholes, pocket corners and belt loops.

Bearer

A section of cloth inside the trouser waistband, at the top of the fly, to take the weight of the trousers when fastened.

Baste

The temporary stitches that keep the garment together during the construction stage and also described as hand-sewn lines of white stitching. These are visible during the fitting stage and all external ones removed on completion of the garment.

Bespoke
Bespoke clothes are those which are made to the order of the individual.

Bias

An oblique direction to the warp and weft of the cloth.  True bias is at 45 degrees and is often used when cutting the under collar of a jacket.

Blind Stitch
A stitch, either by hand or machine, which does not penetrate right through the cloth.

Block Pattern
A template made in paper or card used for marking out the parts of a garment on to the fabric.

Bluffing
The process of stitching down the front facings onto the canvas inside the front of a jacket.

Bluff Edges
The garment edges being finished without any outside stitching showing.

Board (Tailors)

The place where the tailor works, usually in the form of a table, on which he may sit when hand sewing.  The cutter would work at a cutting board.

Bodkin

A pointed implement for piercing holes in the cloth and removing baste stitches.

Bound Seam

A seam having its fabric edges bound to prevent fraying.

Break

The point where the bridle ends at the centre front of a jacket, usually at the top buttonhole.

Bridle

A narrow strip of material, usually cotton, which is padded onto the canvas along the roll of the lapel to hold and control it.

Buggy

A lining from the neck down across the back of an unlined jacket or coat.

Button

A disc which is attached to the front of a garment as a means of fastening or decoration.

Button Stand

The distance from the finished edge of the garment to the centre of the button.

Buttonhole

The hole through which a button is passed to fasten the garment.

Buttonhole Twist

The tightly twisted thread used in hand sewn buttonholes.

C

Canvas
A closely woven fabric used as an interlining in jackets and coats.  This can be made from cotton, flax, hemp, jute or man-made fibres.

Catch
An underlap of material providing a backing to an opening, as in a trouser fly.

Chain Stitch

The stitch is formed by an interloping of threads to form a chain.  Used in the leg and seat seam of trousers as it has stretch properties.

Chalk (tailors)

A piece of flat pipe clay, either square or triangular in shape, used for marking onto cloth.

Chest Piece

A small piece of hair canvas and felt which is sewn to the interlining in the chest area of the garment for strength and shape retention.

Cloth

Any woven material may be described as cloth.  In tailoring this is understood as the outer fabric of the garment.

Collar

The neck band, stand and fall, which completes the upper part of a garment around the neck.

Cross Pocket

A pocket which is across the garment horizontally.

Cross Stitch

A type of hand stitch when the needle passes alternately on and off the edge of the fabric in advance of the last stitch.  

Crutch

The region between the legs at which the inside leg seams are joined. Also known as the fork.

Cuff

The lower part of the sleeve around the wrist.  In tailoring this may have a vent and buttons.

Curtains

Lining material below the waistband on the inside of tailored trousers.

Cutting

Cutting out the fabric either by hand shears or a machine.

D

Dart

A wedge shape that's removed from the surface area of a garment by stitching, or cutting and stitching.

Dommett

A variety of thin wadding

Double Breasted

A jacket or coat with wrap-over fronts that has buttons and button-holes on each forepart.

Double Faced

A material that can be worn on either side.

Draft

A construction plan for a garment; body and garment measures on paper or card.

Drape

An adjective that describes the way cloth falls when hung. Draping quality varies with structure, composition and finish of the material.

Drawing (in tailoring)

A stitch drawn to achieve gathering or gauging of material.

Dress

To take out dress from men’s trousers is to cut a section from one side to make it fit in balance with the other.

E

Easing in

The manipulation of additional material into a seam to create fullness.

Edge Stitching

A decorative stitch along the edge of a garment. In tailoring, this is often a pick stitch.

Ends

The warp yarns in a fabric.

Eye of the Buttonhole

The rounded end of the buttonhole into which the shank or neck of the button will pull when the garment is fastened.

F

Fabric

Another name for cloth. In the tailoring trade, this is usually limited to the woven fabric selected by the customer to make the garment. More generally, fabric can be knitted, woven or of a bonded nonwoven type.

Face

The outside or ‘right side’ of the fabric that is visible when the garment is finished.

Faced Cloth

This type of cloth has a ‘pile’ or ‘nap’ and, when brushed, is smooth in one direction and rough in the other. The cloth must be cut in one direction and could be velvet, corduroy, camel hair or vicuña.

Facing

The fabric that forms the top covering of the lapel on a jacket or coat, which usually folds to the inside of the garment from the top buttonhole. The lining inside the jacket is attached to the facings. On a dinner jacket or tuxedo, the facing may be in silk.

Fall

The section of the collar between the crease and the leaf edge.

Falls

A style of trouser front associated with the navy (sailors) that's also used on riding breeches and is the flap of cloth covering the abdomen that has vents on either side and a button fastening.

Felling

The over-sewing of a piece of fabric by its edge, either raw or turned in onto the main body of material. In a bespoke garment this type of stitch is often used to sew the lining around the armhole.

Filament

A fibre of indefinite length.

Fine Drawing

Invisible mending to repair faults in a fabric.

Finished Cloth

Cloth that has been treated after its initial manufacture to make it suitable for intended end-use. The term also refers to treatments such as bleaching, dyeing, shrinking and adding easy-care properties.

Fish

A dart cut at the waist of a garment to provide a closer fit.

Flap

A shaped piece of cloth that provides a cover for a pocket mouth or is used for decoration.

Fly

A cloth-covered opening to conceal a fastening, usually buttons or a zip. Most common as the front opening on a pair of trousers. The term also applies to a coat or jacket when the front buttons cannot be seen, as they are inside the fly.

Flyline

The line of the fly fastening from the centre of the fork to the top of the waistband on a pair of trousers.

Fork

The point on a pair of trousers at which the legs join.

Foreparts

The name given to the fronts of a jacket or coat. This section of the garment extends from the front edge to the side seam horizontally and from the hem to the shoulder seam vertically.

French Se am

A seam within a seam. Two pieces of fabric sewn together, folded over and sewn again so that the edges are concealed.

Frog Mouth Pocket

A shaped trouser pocket cut at an angle and positioned below the waistband.

Fullness

The additional one ply of fabric joined to a seam that creates the desired shape in a part of the finished garment. For example, the sleeve.

Fusible Interlining

An interlining that has been treated so it adheres to other fabrics via the application of heat and pressure.

Fusing

The action of bonding a fusible interlining to a garment section by the action of heat and pressure.

G

Gathering

The shortening of the fabric length by drawing together and holding a succession of small folds of material by stitching.

Gauge

A standard measure of distance, such as the distance between needles on a twin-needle sewing machine for edge stitching.

Gimp

A special thread used to support and raise buttonhole stitching. Also used for embroidery.

Glaze

A term describing the finish of a cloth with a smooth, high-polished surface. This is obtained by means of friction when calendaring in fabric form. Also, a shiny mark or effect of glaze obtained by excessively hot ironing or bad pressing in garment processing.

Gloss

Shine on fabric after pressing, usually caused by heat and pressure in the areas of extra thickness such as pockets and seams.

Goose

An old term to describe a pressing iron that was similar to a goose in shape.

Gore

A wedge-shaped piece of fabric inserted into a garment section to obtain width at a specific place. Sometimes inserted into the interlining canvas in the shoulder area to create a specific shoulder shape.

Gorge Seam

The seam joining the neck of the jacket to the collar.

Grading

The process of producing a range of patterns of different sizes from a master pattern.

Grain

The direction of the warp of the fabric which runs up and down its length.

A garment would normally be cut on the grain, cross grain is cutting a garment across the grain, off grain is cutting a garment on the bias and the Grain Line is marked on each pattern piece to ensure the correct direction of the grain. 

Grinning

This term is used when a seam has opened as a result of incorrect sewing thread tension. The stitches can be seen to “grin” through the fabric.

Gussett

A piece of fabric inserted to strengthen or enlarge an area of the garment.

H

Haircloth

A springy, wiry fabric used to interline and strengthen a jacket or coat in the chest area. It has a cotton or linen warp and a weft of horsehair. The hair used is from the mane or tail.

Handle

The feeling of a fabric on the hand.

Hanger (Cloth) 

A tab of binding or lining fixed at the top centre of the jacket back neck across the collar seam. This is used to hang the garment on a peg when it is not being worn. This should only be used if a coat hanger is not available.

Hanger (Coat)

A devise hand usually of wood (for tailored garments) which is used to hang up a garment.

Hare Pocket

An extra large pocket inserted into the lining of a jacket or coat in the hip area. This usually has a button fastening. So named as it would have been used by poachers to hide a hare - also used by professional gamekeepers and gillies.

Heat Setting

Stabilization of fibres, yarns and threads by heat.

Hem

The fabric turned up at the bottom of a garment, such as at the bottom of the trouser leg or the bottom edge of a jacket.

Hemming Tape

A narrow reinforcing tape used in the hem of tailored trousers to prevent wear on the fabric and subsequent fraying.

I

Impression

Surface unevenness after garment pressing, usually around any areas of extra thickness such as pockets and seams.

Inlay

An extra allowance of fabric in the seam inside the garment to allow for future alteration.

Interlining (Interfacing)

A layer of fabric inserted between the front and the lining of a jacket or coat. This gives stability, shape-retention and strength. The interlining can be sewn in or bonded by heat.

Iron

A hand tool used when pressing a garment. This is usually pointed at the front and square at the rear with a handle at the top so that a balanced grip may be obtained. Irons are generally heated by electricity but over many years alternative methods have included gas, steam, charcoal or by heating on a stove.

J

Jet or Jetting ( also known in Ireland as a Jeet)

A narrow strip of fabric usually cut on the warp of the fabric and then sewn parallel to the pocket opening, turned over and forming the pocket mouth edge.

Jetted Pocket

A pocket normally found on the front of a jacket on which the edges are finished by the application of jettings (see above).  This pocket often has a flap sewn between the jettings.

Jigger

The button sewn on the inside of the left front on a double breasted jacket or coat, which fastens through the buttonhole on the edge of the right front to support the fabric which forms the overlap of fabric on the front. 

Jumper Press

A type of underpressing iron which is  mounted on the end of a swing arm through which pressure can be applied by linkage to a foot operated pedal.  Used for pressing open seams.

K

Knee Lift
A lever under an industrial sewing machine which is operated by the machinist’s knee to lift the presser foot during sewing operations.

L

Lapel
The upper part of the front of a jacket or coat front which folds back onto the forepart.  The length of the lapel extends from the gorge seam (collar) to the position of the first button.

Lapel Roll
The fall and curl of the lapel downwards from the break (fold) of the collar to the first button.  The term ‘roll’ applies to a softer lapel finish.

Lap Felled Seam

A seam formed with the edges of both plies of fabric concealed by inter-lapping.  Usually found on shirt side seams and also used to finish the seams on some unlined jackets.  Two or more rows of stitches secure the turned pieces of fabric.

Lashing

The fastening of the inside seams of jacket and coat facings to the outer fabric or interlining in order to secure them in a specific position.  Sewn by hand on bespoke garments or by a blind stitch machine on other garment types.

Lay

A number of layers of the same fabric in identical lengths one on top of the other in preparation for cutting multiple plies of fabric.

Lay Marker
A drawing or plan of the arrangements for all the parts to be cut for a garment.

Lay Pins

Thin steel pins approximately 10 to 15cm long with large heads.  There are used to hold areas of the fabric stable during the cutting process, particularly multiple layers and check designs.

Lay Planning

The arrangement of pattern parts for a garment in order to obtain the most economic use of the material.

Laying Up

The process of spreading fabric to form a lay, often also called ‘spreading’.

Leaf Edge
The outer or fall edge of the top collar.

Ligne
A standard measure equal to one fortieth of an inch by which buttons and ribbings are measured.  EG, a 40 ligne button measures one inch in diameter. The average measure used for jacket buttons is: Front button 36 ligne and cuff button 24 ligne.

Lining

Material used for the inside of a garment.

Linking

The process of joining knitted garment parts onto a linking machine before sewing together with a chain stitch.

Lock Stitch
The lock stitch is the general type of stitch produced by a sewing machine.  This is formed with two threads, a needle thread (upper thread) and a bobbin thread (lower thread) balanced so that the interlacing of the two threads is mid-way between the surfaces of the material being sewn.  There are other types of lockstitch which use more than one needle thread.

Loop Stitch

A type of hand stitch used for oversewing edges so as not to increase their thickness by having an edge turned in.

Looper

A stitch forming part on a chain stitch machine that carries the thread to a required position.

M

Machine Twist

A thread processed for use on a sewing machine.

Magyar Sleeve

A sleeve that is cut integrally with the body of the garment and the two sections being joined from the neck to wrist over the shoulder and from the side seam to wrist under the sleeve. Wedge-shaped pieces of fabric are inserted under the arm to allow freedom of movement.

Make Through

The traditional method of garment manufacture, in which one person makes a complete garment one at a time.

Making Up

The process of converting fabric into garments. 

Marker
The drawing (manually or on screen – CAD/CAM) of the final arrangement of patterns for the component parts of a garment or garments in the form of a master plan for making the best use of the material. The marker is placed on the lay prior to cutting. With CAD/CAM this process is carried out numerically.

Marking In

Marking around all the component patterns with chalk (bespoke) or other means (pen or pencil, numerically with CAD/CAM) to indicate where the fabric is to be cut. The term also applies to paper markers.

Measure Cutting

The cutting of a garment to individual measurements.

Model

The original garment made up from a design. The original sample.

Monofilament Thread

A thread comprising only one continuous filament, which could be gut or man-made nylon.

Moulding

The application of heat and/or pressure to a fabric on a pre-shaped mould to shape a garment or garment parts. This process can be used in the production of a full-chested jacket.

Multifilament Thread

A thread consisting of a number of individual continuous filaments. This is the most common process for producing sewing thread.

N

Nap

A fibrous surface to the fabric which is raised from the basic structure. This may have a different feel to the touch, being rough in one direction and smooth the other. Fabric’s with a nap should be cut only in one direction, smooth for cashmere, camel-hair and rough for velvet and corduroy.

Neatening

Finishing a cut edge to prevent fraying. Various methods include turning the edge, pinking, overlocking and taping.

Needle
A thin shaft of steel used for sewing, pointed at one end, with an eye to carry the thread.

Non-woven fabric

A fabric made by the bonding of fibres via chemical or mechanical means. Some under-collar fabrics are constructed in this way.

Notches

Small cuts made in the edges of a garment part during the cutting process, which act as guides during the assembly operations.

O

Offpressing

The final pressing operations on a garment after assembly. Also known as pressing off.

Openness
The allowance for the leg stance in the angle of the leg seams on trousers.

Overall

Workwear, usually designed to be worn over everyday clothes to give protection. Workwear includes the original design of jeans.

Overedging
An overedge stitch, made either by hand or machine, to bind the edge of the fabric to avoid fraying. This can also be used as a decorative stitch. This is also known as overlocking or an overlocked edge.

